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DETAILED ACTION 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 



1 . The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

1. Claim20-22, 24-25 and 26-31 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 

unpatentable over Deguchi (6,578,047) 

As to claim 20, Deguchi discloses a method of receiving a data wherein said 
data indicates a time (col. 10, lines 57 -col. 11, lines 6; also see, figs. 10 and 13) and 
said data represents content that is broadcasted at said time (col.1 1 , lines 6-28, see, 
figs. 10 and 13); and displaying the data (see, figs. 10 and 13 "book mark'). It is obvious 
that the data of Deguchi is equivalent to applicant's data mark, since the applicant did 
not explicitly define the phrase "data mark" in the claim. 

As to claims 21 and 22, Deguchi, teaches deterring and outputting the maximum 
number of data marks have been received (see, col. 15, lines 50- col. 16, lines 4) and 
output signals includes an audio signal and a display signal (col.16, liens 35-50). 

In regard to claims 24 and 25, Deguchi also discloses displaying (illuminating) 
received data mark (col.11, lines 1-15) and the data mark includes one or more of a 
time and date stamp information (see, fig. 10 [53], col. 10, lines 66-col.11, lines 6). 




Application/Control Number: 09/827,504 Page 3 

Art Unit: 2673 

As to claim 26, Deguchi teaches a method of detecting a connection to a 
gateway device (fig.9 [S13], col. 9, lines 39-44), transmitting a stored data mark to said 
gateway device (see, fig.9 [S14]; see, col. 9, lines 42-44) wherein said stored data mark 
indicates a time (see, fig.9 [S1 1] and [S15]) and said stored mark represents content 
that is broadcasted at said time (fig.9 [S15] and [S16]; col.9, lines 39-44; 53-62); 
receiving data corresponding to said stored data mark and displaying said received data 
wherein said received data identifies said content (col.9, lines 39-52; col. 10, lines 57 - 
col.11, lines 15). 

As to claims 27-28, Deguchi also discloses detecting a disconnection 
from said gateway device (see, fig.9 [S13]) and resetting said stored data mark (fig.9 
[S14]). 

As to claims 29-31, Deguchi teaches said connection is USB cable (col.6, 
lines 22-24); said gateway device includes a personal computer (col.5, lines 34-35), and 
said received data includes one or more of text data, still image data, animated image 
data, and video data corresponding to said stored data mark (col. 8, lines 47-51, col. 10, 
lines 57-col.11, lines 15, also see figs. 10 and 13). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

2. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 
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3. Claim 23 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Deguchi 
As to claim 21 , Deguchi teaches determine and outputting the maximum number 

of data marks have been received, but has failed to disclose that the maximum number 
is nine. However, It would have been obvious to one skilled in the art at the time of the 
invention was made to have recognize that the Deguchi's maximum data received 
could have any number (including nine) to determined the maximum of data received. 

4. Claims 1-11,14 -16 and 32 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over LaJoie et al (5,850,218) in view of Wilmore (6,680,714). 

As to claims 1 and 32, LaJoie et al (hereinafter LaJoie) teach s display unit 
including a plurality of windows (see, figs.14, 16) an electronic data mark device 
comprising: an input unit for inputting data marks wherein each said data mark indicates 
time and content of broadcasted (see, fig. 16 [346]; [348]; [350]); said display unit is 
configured to receive said data marks from said input unit and correspondingly display 
said data makes on said plurality of windows (see, fig.16 [340]; [346]; [350]). LaJoie 
has failed to teach that the display unit has a plurality of display panels. However, 
Wilmore is cited to teach that it is well known for a display unit to have plurality of 
display panels/display screens positioned and housed within a display unit (Abstract; fig. 
1[11], col.5, lines 26-30). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one skill in the art at the time of the 
invention was made to have been motivated to have substituted the plurality of windows 
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of LaJoie with a display panels of Wilmore, because this will allow the user to easily 
view each separate presentation of the display screens. 

As to claim 2, Wilmore also teaches a CRT and touch screen display unit (col.5, 
line 30; lines 46-52). 

As to claim 3, Wilmore disclose a base mounted to say display unit for vertically 
supporting said display unit (see, fig. 1 [11]). 

In regard to claims 4-7, Wilmore teaches the display panels on said display unit 
are non-overlapping and have the same dimensions (square) with a uniform array (see, 
flg 1 [14])- 

As to claims 8-1 1 , LaJoie furthermore teaches said display unit is selectively 
display an indication of said received data marks on a corresponding one of the display 
windows (for example see, fig.16 [340] where it receives data marks in on of the 
windows) and indicates for receiving data marks by highlighting and illuminating (see, 
fig.16, [340]; [352]; [392]). The data mark also including information corresponding to a 
musical file (fig.519; 20A; 20B [67]; [71] "music"). It is obvious that the music file will 
include text and image information. 

In regared to claims 14-16. Wilmore also teaches an output unit for coupling an 
external device (see, fig. 1 [24]), It is inherent for Wilmore's device to have some sort of 
a port in order to be connected between the computer (fig.1 [26]) and the displays (fig.1 
[1 1 or 16]). The external device includes a personal computer (fig. 1 [26]). 
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5. Claims 12-13,17-19 are rejected under U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
LaJoie in view of Wilmore as applied to claims 1-11,14 -16 and 32 further in view of 
Henrick (6,507,727). 

As to claims17-19, LaJoie as modified by Wilmore discloses a data mark display 
device and a computer external device, but did not explicitly disclose that the external 
device receives musical data mark and display the album, the title and the artist of the 
music. The patent of Henrick is cited to teach that it is well known for a computer to 
display a musical marks including the album, the title and the artist name (col. 2, lines 
23-40,col.4, lines24-35, col. 5, lines 1-3, also see, fig.5C). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one skill in the art at the time of the 
invention was made to have been motivated to combine the method of displaying 
musical book mark on a computer with the computer system of LaJoie as modified by 
Wilmore, since this will allow the user to download the desired content to the computer 
the user will often have in his or her possession to hear the content at any desired time. 

As to claims 12 and 13, Henrick also discloses that the input unit includes a 
button for television and music broadcasting (see, figs 5A-5C [504]). Henrick did not 
explicitly disclose that the button includes a spring, however; it would have been 
obvious to one skill in the art to recognize that the button of Henrick would have to have 
a spring or switch in order to select the information on a display. 
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Response to Arguments 



6. Applicants arguments filed on 7/13/2004 have been fully considered but they are 
not persuasive. Applicant argues that LaJoie fails to teach or suggest a data mark that 
indicates a time. However, the Examiner strongly disagrees with Applicant's assertion, 
because LaJoie clearly teaches that the data mark indicates the broadcasting time (see, 
(see, fig.16 [346]; [348]; [350]). 

9. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Amare Mengistu whose telephone number is (703)305- 
4880. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F,T-F. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Bipin Shalwala can be reached on (703)305-4938. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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